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stage, from height to height, even to the radiant kingdom of
the sun, where those absolutely spiritual beings, whose essence
is entire and perfect immateriality are enthroned.

Thus, the animating principle remains immutable and
identical with itself, during all the transformations undergone
by the beings who are successively charged to receive this
precious deposit. From the vegetable, in which it had its
first domicile as a germ, and through the whole series of
living creatures, from the plant and the zoophyte to the man
and the superhuman being, the same spiritual principle
is preserved in its identity, perfecting and amplifying itself
without cessation.

Let us complete the comparison. When the forest tree has
ripened its fruits, the fruits burst open, the seeds escape from
it, and fall into the soil, or are dispersed by the caprice of the
winds. If the seeds fall into damp earth, they germinate,
and, according to the laws of nature, young vegetables are
produced, as we have previously explained. Multitudes of
similar vegetables are produced by a single oak, a single cedar,
a single chestnut tree. Just as the majestic adult tree lets
fall from its thousand branches upon the soil the countless
seeds which are to germinate there, so the spiritualized beings
who dwell in the sun shed their emanations, their animated
germs, upon all the planets. These germs, carried to the earth
by the sunbeams, and falling upon our globe, produce the
vegetables which afterwards give birth to the various animals,
by the effect of the successive transmigrations of the same soul
into the bodies of these creatures.

We can now reply to the objection which we have placed